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The Preamble of 


the Houſe of Commons to 
the Proteitation. 
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ET EE the Anights, Citi- 
TA & 71 20s, and Burgeſſes, of 
che Commons Houle . 
a | of Parliament, finding 
ENV to the great griefe of 
our hearts,that the de- 

" ſignes of Prieſts andie- 
ſuits, and others adherent to the Sec of 
Rome, have of late bin more frequently, 
and boldly put in practice thea formerly, 
to the undermining , and danger of the 
true Reformed Religion in his Majeſties Do- 
minions eſtabliſhed, and finding allo that 


A 2 there 


(2) 


"there have bin, and having juſt cauſe to 
ſuſpect there ſtill are, during the ſiting of 
this preſent Þarliament, endevours to PL 
vertthe fundamental! Laws of England, 
& Ireland;and to introducethe Exerciſe of 
an Arbitrarie and Tyrannicall Gopernment 

by moſt pernicious Councels, Practices 
Plots, and Conſpiracies,andthatthelong 

intermiſhon and: breach of Parliaments 

have occalioned many illegall Taxations, 

whereby the Subje&. have bin proſecu- 

red and grieved , and that divers Innovati- 
ons and Superſtitions have bin brought in- 

rothe ( burch,multitudes driven out of his 

Majeſties Dominions , Tealouſies raiſed and 

fomenced berween the King and his Peo- 

- ple, a Popiſh Arnie levied inlreland, and 
rwo Armies brought. into the' bowels of 

this Kingdome to the hazard of his Maje- 
flies Rojall Perſon ., the conſumprion of 
the Revenue of the Crowne and T3 eaſure of 
the Kingdome , And laſtly, hnding great 

 cauſts, of Tealouſie that endeavours have 
bin,andare ufed tobring the Engliſh Army 
into 


(3) 


into miſunderſtanding of this Parliament, 

thereby to incline thar- Armie with force 
to bring to paſle thele wicked Counſels, 
have therefore thought - good to joyne 
our ſelves in a. Declaration of our united 
affection and reſolution and to makethis 
enſuing Proteſtation. | 


The Prote/lation made 
- Adaythe third, 
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A. B. doe promiſe , vow , and proteſt in 

the preſence of Almightie God to mamtain, 

and defend as farre as lawfully Imay with my 

life , power , and Eſtate , tie true Reformed 
Proteſtant Religion expreſſed in the Doftrine 

| of the Church of En gland, againſt all Popery 
| and Popifh Innovations within the Realme, 
| contrarie to the ſaid Doftrine , and according 
to the dutie of my Allegiance to his Majefties 


Royal! 
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Royal Ferfon, Honour, and Eſtate, a4 alja the 
wer , and privileges of the Parliament,the 
lawfull Rights, and Liberties of the Subjett, 
and every perſon that maketh this Proteftation 
in Wbatoever hee jball do in the lawfull purs 
ſuance of the ſame , and tomy power, and as 
far as lawfully 1 may , I'will oppsſe and by all 
good ways and means endevour to bring to cone 
digne puniſhment all fuch as ſhall either by 
force , praftices , Counſels, Plots , ( onſpiras 
ties , or otherwiſe do any thing to the contrary 
in this preſent Proteſtation contained. And 
further that I ſhall in all juſt, and honourable 
ways endevour to preſerve the Vnion and peace 
of the three Kingdoms of England , Scote 
land, andIreland., neither for hope , feare, 
or other refþeft ſhall relinguſh thes promiſe, 


vow and ProteStation. 


FINIS. 
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PODS DEE SS 
MN 7 Hereas fome doubts have been raiſed by 

feverall perſons out of this Houſe COM 
cerning the meaning of theſe words contained in 
the ProteFtation lately made by the Members of 
this Houſe, (viz.) The true Reformed Pro- 
teſtanc Religion, expreſſed inthe Doctrine 
of the Church of England, againſt all Pope- 
ry and Popiſh Innovations within this 
Realme, contrary tothe ſame doctrine; This 
Houſe doth declare , That by thoſe words, was, 
and is meant, onely the publike Doftrine profeſ- 
ſed in the faid Church , ſo far as it is oppoſite to 
Popery and Popiſh Imovations ; And that the 
ſaid words are not to be extended to the maintais 
ning of any form of TWorſhip, Diſciple, or Go- 
vernment, nor of any Rites or Ceremonies of the 


faid Charch of England. 
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Later con as Fes ng, 


Mays. 1641 ___ 


T is this day ordered by the Houſe of Com- 

mons now aſſembled in Parliament, That the 
preamble, together with the Proteſtation, which 
the Members of this houſe made the third of 
May,ſhall be forthwith printed,and the Coppics 
printed brought to the Clarke of the ſaid houſe, 
ro atteſt under his hand, to the end that the 
Knights, Citizens and Burgeſlcs may ſend them 
downe to the Shrieves and Juſtices of Peace 
of the ſeverall Shires, and to the Citizens and 
Burgeſſes of the ſeverall Cities , Boroughs, and 
Cinque Ports, reſpeftively. And the Knights, 
Citizens, and Burgeſles, are to intimate unto the 
Shires , Cities , Borroughs, and Cinqueports, 
with what willingnefle all the Members of this 
Houſe made this proteſtation : and further to 
ſignifie, that as they juſtifie the taking of itin 
themſelves, ſo they cannot but approve it inal 
{uch as ſhall take it. 
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T is thaight fit that the Proteſtation, which 
the Pariament lately made, be taken by the 
Citic of London, the next Lords Day, being the 
thintiethof this inſtant monceh, ib the ſeveral 
Pariſh Churches 'in- the afternoon after Se 

beforethe Congregation be diſolved,by all Ma- 
ſters of Families,their Sonnes, and men Servants 
in manner and forme following. vis. | 


Firſt , That forthwith notice: of this inten- 
tion be given tothe Miniſter , Churchwardens, 
and ſame other meet Perſons of cach Pariſh in 
Londos, Libertics,and adjacent Pariſhes, and ſome: 
ofthem to give notice to the reſt of ithe Pariſhio- 
ners. 


Secondly , That the Miniſter be entreated (if 
he pleaſe) ta acquaint his Pariſh in his Sermon, 
either forenoon or afternoon, with the nature of 
the buſineſſe, more or lefle as hee ſhall rhinke fir, 
for the better and more ſolemne taking of rhe 
ſaid Proteſtation, or if the Miniſterrefuſe it, rhat 
ſome other be entreated to preach that will pro- 
mote the buſinefle, or if neither of theſe may be 
had, that ſome other convenient courſe be taken 
by ſome well affected tothe bufineſſe to ſtay the 
Pariſh, and communicate the matrer to them. 


Third- 
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Fhirdly ,” That the, Miniſter Miniſters. of- 

every Conzregation firſt tak>it, in his or their. 

own perſon , reading the ſaid Proeſtirion in fo 

diſtin& a voice,thart all preſent m1y onveniently 

heare it, and that all-thne Aﬀembly: reſeht doe | 

make the ſame Proteſtation diſtin&l» after thi } 

manner, eyery man taking this Protet-ation in ro 

his hand, | 

I A.B. doe in the preſence of Almiglty God 
freely and heartily promiſe , vow, and pro-. 

teft the ſame Which the leading perſon took , nas 

ming the perjon: AV OHDOT DH LLAL 127 | 


- Fourthly ,;That:rhere bee a Regiſter Booke | 
whereinevery Man taking this vow or proteſtati- 
on ſubſcribe his'name, -with his own hand or | 
mark. and that the names be taken of fach as doe | 
retuſe the ſame. - SH | 


Fifthly , That all the Pariſhioners aboveſaid 
whether in'/Fown or out of Townbe carneſtly, 
requeſted ro bee preſent. at: their 'owne Pariſh | 
Church in theafternoone, that every man may 
take it in their own place,and if any be neceſſarily 
abſcnt that they may be deſired to take it the next 
Lords day after , or ſo ſoon as may be with con- | 
Venicncy. 1d ee 
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Sixtly, and laſtly, that all whomir dothnot 


immediatly concerne be carneſtly requeſted to 
depart. 


